The Rt Hon Amber Rudd MP
Secretary of State for the Home Department
Home Office
2 Marsham Street
London
SW1P 4DF
2nd December 2017
Settled Status/ILR for EU citizens
Dear Home Secretary,
We are a volunteer-led organisation which, since August 2016, has provided support and information to
more than 17,000 EU/EEA citizens and their families seeking to obtain UK citizenship and PR
certification. Our volunteers legal team is composed of eight members amongst them: certified
immigration barrister, solicitors and advisers, all very experienced in EU law and UK immigration law.
The UKCEN legal team has analyzed the ‘Settled Status/ILR’ proposal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-the-position-of-eu-citizens-in-the-uk-anduk-nationals-in-the-eu/the-united-kingdoms-exit-from-the-european-union-safeguarding-the-positionof-eu-citizens-living-in-the-uk-and-uk-nationals-living-in-the-eu
and the Joint Technical Notes https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/joint-technical-note-onthe-comparison-of-eu-uk-positions-on-citizens-rights .
The results of their analysis have identified eligibility issues for certain categories of EU/EEA citizens and
for non-EEA family members who are particularly vulnerable as they might not have resources or
support network to 'return' to in the country whose nationality they currently hold.
The following categories of EU citizens, unless a special provision is made, will be unable to obtain
‘settled status/ILR’ because they will be unable to provide the evidence required under current
agreement with the EU: ‘EU citizens resident in accordance with Article 6(1), 7(1)(a) – (c) or (3), 12(3),
14, 16(1) and/or 17 of Directive 2004/38’, as stated in the Joint Technical Notes (28/09/2017).
-

Carers, whose sole activity in the UK was and is caring for a family member and who are in receipt
of ‘carer’s allowance and/or other public funds
People who exercised treaty rights for less than 5 years before retiring or becoming incapacitated
Single parents who have never been economically active or have been for less than 5 years and are
in receipt of public funds
Spouses of British nationals who rely on public funds to support their families, whose EEA spouses
would not fall under the self-sufficient category
Disabled people who were never able to work or be self-employed and are in receipt of public funds
Victims of domestic violence who are dependent on their spouse
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-

People in shelters separated from their EU spouses
EU children in care
Non-EEA nationals whose residence rights derive from their EEA spouses and subsequently divorce

We and many of our members, who belong to these categories, are extremely concerned that provisions
have not yet been made to allow them to access a future status after the UK leaves the EU. They are
concerned they will be unable to continue to access the same services and funds they currently access.
They are concerned about the possibility they will unable to naturalise as British citizens.
It is on their behalf that we urge your department to look into these issues and provide us with concrete
answers to our questions: what provisions will be made to allow these people to access the settled
status and eventually the ILR and naturalisation?
Finally, we propose that for these categories a simple process of settled status application should be set
up: this should simply include the presentation of evidence they live and/or have lived in the UK for a
period of time and one piece of personal identification, such as a EU ID card, a birth certificate or EU
passport.
I very much look forward to your response to this letter.
Yours sincerely,

Claudia Holmes
UKCEN Chair
FAO:
Taskforce on Article 50 negotiations with the United Kingdom
Chief Negotiator - Michel Barnier and Deputy Chief Negotiator Sabine Weyand
Rue de la Loi 200 / Wetstraat 200
1040 Bruxelles / Brussel
Building BERL - 1049 – Bruxelles – Belgique The Rt. Honourable Theresa May MP
Prime Minister
Office of the Prime Minister
10 Downing Street
London, UK
SW1A 2AA
Rt Hon Brandon Lewis MP
Minister of State for Immigration
Home Office
2 Marsham Street
London, UK
SW1P 4DF
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