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Rights of citizens - UKCEN observations of UK publications:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/status-of-eu-nationals-in-the-uk-what-you-need-to-know#agreement-onrights-for-eu-citizens-and-their-families
and
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/citizens_rights_-_comparison_table.pdf

IN PROGRESS
1 - Economically inactive citizens and groups who have not been mentioned in the updated
publication https://www.gov.uk/guidance/status-of-eu-nationals-in-the-uk-what-you-need-toknow#agreement-on-rights-for-eu-citizens-and-their-families
such as:
-

Carers, whose sole activity in the UK was and is caring for a family member and who are in receipt
of ‘carer’s allowance and/or other public funds

-

People who exercised treaty rights for less than 5 years before retiring or becoming incapacitated

-

Single parents who have never been economically active or have been for less than 5 years and are
in receipt of public funds

-

Spouses of British nationals who rely on public funds to support their families, whose EEA spouses
would not fall under the self-sufficient category

-

Disabled people who were never able to work or be self-employed and are in receipt of public funds

-

Victims of domestic violence who are dependent on their spouse

-

People in shelters separated from their EU spouses

-

EU children in care

-

Non-EEA nationals whose residence rights derive from their EEA spouses and subsequently divorce

We will continue to lobby the UK Government to ensure a new policy is set up and published as soon as
possible, so that people in these categories can receive reassurance they will be able to apply for the
new status.
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2 - Family Members
It is currently unclear how exactly other family members (also known as extended family members) will
be affected.
We will continue to lobby the UK Government to ensure a new policy is set up and published as soon as
possible so that people in these categories can receive reassurance they will be able to apply for the
new status.

3 - Comprehensive Sickness Insurance (CSI)
Point 11 of the Technical Notes
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/657694/TECHNICAL_
NOTE_CITIZENS__RIGHTS_-_ADMINISTRATIVE_PROCEDURES_IN_THE_UK.pdf
‘11. In order to streamline the application process, the UK intends to adopt a pragmatic approach to the
application of the agreed conditions, for example, by not checking that comprehensive sickness insurance
has been held by those who are not economically active or are studying, or applying a genuine and
effective work test...’
UKCEN recommends that those currently paying Comprehensive Sickness Insurance should continue to
do so to, until this point in the Technical Notes is included in a new policy. It is possible that such a policy
will be published next year, and we hope that this will clarify in definite terms that CSI is no longer a
requirement for those applying for the new status as a student or as a self-sufficient person.
UKCEN will continue to lobby the UK Government to ensure this new (no CSI) policy is set up and
published as soon as possible.

4 - Email updates from the Home Office
UKCEN *disagree with the statement by the UK Government ‘There is no need for EU citizens living in the
UK to do anything now, including applying for a permanent residence document. There will be no change
to the status of EU citizens living in the UK while the UK remains in the EU’
We have detailed the reasons for continuing to apply for PR certification and Registration Certificate
in the following posts:
#PR #validity
https://www.facebook.com/groups/UKCEN/permalink/335014030276027/
and
#update for #parents of children born in the UK
https://www.facebook.com/groups/132887737155325/permalink/314647625646001/

POSITIVE POINTS
From Victoria Sharkey observations

2

https://www.facebook.com/notes/medivisas-uk-llp/thoughts-on-the-citizens-rightsagreement/1721456447968528/
1 - The specified date is the date of the UK's withdrawal from the EU (11pm on the 29th March 2019).
Because no earlier specified date has been set, this means that EU nationals and their family members
will retain their rights up until this point, where previously it had been thought that an earlier specified
date could be set that would affect recent arrivals to the UK.
2 - Family members of EU nationals are defined as so as long as they are related to the EU national on
the date of withdrawal. This means that those EEA nationals who are resident in the UK at the date of
withdrawal, and who are married to a non-EEA national at the time of withdrawal, will not have to meet
the UK immigration rules to bring those family members to the UK after this date. Crucially this will also
apply to other family members in the line such as parents and grandparents. It will not apply to those in
a 'durable relationship', i.e. unmarried partners.
3 - Children born or adopted after the withdrawal date, where both parents are protected by the
agreement or one is protected, and the other is a UK national, or where the child is born to or adopted
by a protected person who has sole or joint custody, will become a protected person.
4 - Family members with a retained right of residence on the relevant date will keep it providing they
qualify as per Article 12 and 13 following the death of their partner or a divorce.
5 - Retired people will still be eligible as per Articles 17 and 18.
6 - It will now take an absence of FIVE years to lose PR/settled status, rather than two years as it is now.
7 - The criminality requirement (with regards to crimes committed before the specified date) will not be
brought into line with the Immigration Rules as they stand for non-EEA nationals, but will still be based
on the directive.
8 - Rights are protected for life!
9 - A minimum of two years must be allowed for people to apply for any documents to reflect their
status.
10 - The process will be simple, streamlined, straight-forward.
11 - Those who already have a PR certificate will have this converted to the new status free of charge.
12 - Those who have ILR will also have this opportunity, though it is not clear if this will be mandatory.
There are still details which need to be worked out but now that this agreement has been reached it is
hoped that the next stages will be simpler as much of the policy can now be worked out internally
without the need for agreement from the EU27.
Lastly: Today's Agreement expressly states that the European Court of Justice (ECJ) will be the ultimate
arbiter of citizens’ rights and their interpretation after 2019. Matters can be referred to the ECJ until
2027 to ensure the rights of EU citizens are upheld.

More updates will be published by UKCEN, once further details are examined by the team.
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